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Let your love so warm our souls, O Lord, that we may gladly surrender ourselves
with all that we are and have unto you.  Let your love fall as fire from heaven upon
the altar of our hearts; teach us to guard it heedfully by continual devotion and
quietness of mind, and to cherish with anxious care every spark of its holy flame,
with which your good Spirit would quicken us, so that neither height, nor depth,
things present, nor things to come, may ever separate us therefrom.  Strengthen our
souls, animate our cold hearts with your warmth and tenderness, that we may no
more live as in a dream, but walk before you as pilgrims in earnest to reach their
home.  And grant us all at last to meet with your holy saints before your throne, and
there rejoice in your love.  Amen.
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 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God
and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.’
Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people,
so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned
by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the
serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses,
‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live.’ So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze
and live. 
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And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that
the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in
God.”


